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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CANNOCK 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  District,  and  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  for  1957. 

The  broad  general  picture  presented  to  us  by  the  vital  statistics 
for  the  year  is  satisfactory,  and  presents  evidence  of  steady  progress 
in  the  field  of  Public  Health. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  this  year’s  statistics  with  those  of 
20  years  ago,  which  read  like  a story  from  another  world.  In 
1937  the  report  on  social  conditions  records  that  at  one  period  that 
year  there  were  one  thousand  wholly  unemployed  and  five  thousand 
in  part-time  employment  in  the  District.  It  goes  on  to  say  that 
there  was  “little  evidence  of  extreme  poverty  in  the  district.”  The 
infant  death  rate  was  more  than  double  that  of  today,  and  three 
mothers  died  from  childbirth,  as  compared  with  none  now.  Fifty- 
one  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred,  and  five  children  died  in  spite 
of  treatment.  The  general  death  rate  for  the  district  was  a little 
different — 1 1 -2  in  1937  as  compared  with  10-28  in  1957,  for  however 
long  we  live,  all  must  die  eventually.  The  difference  which  lies 
concealed  in  these  not  dissimilar  figures  is  the  average  age  at  death, 
which,  as  everyone  knows,  has  now  risen  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
produce  the  newest  of  Public  Health  problems,  the  greatly  increased 
aged  population. 


There  were  712  live  births  in  the  year  under  review  (1957). 
This  is  the  highest  number  since  1951,  indicating  a reversal  of  the 
downward  trend  which  culminated  in  the  very  low  figure  of  614 
two  years  ago.  As  the  death  rate  remained  steady,  there  was  a 
corresponding  upward  movement  in  the  natural  increase  of  the 
population. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  for  the  9th  year  in  succession. 

Infant  deaths  totalled  17,  giving  an  infant  death  rate  of  23-8, 
which  is  just  about  the  National  average.  This  represents  a great 
improvement  for  Cannock,  which  for  many  years  lagged  behind 
the  National  figure.  Eleven  of  these  seventeen  infant  deaths 
occurred  within  the  first  month,  and  ten  out  of  the  eleven  were 
within  the  first  week.  The  causes  were  the  usual  “hard  core”  of 
prematurity,  birth  injury,  asphyxia  and  congenital  abnormality, 
which  have  been  termed  by  some  the  irreducible  minimum — and 
perhaps  this  is  so  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge. 
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There  were  432  deaths  from  all  causes,  giving  a general  death 
rate  of  10-28.  A perusal  of  the  causes  of  death  on  page  11  of  this 
report  will  show  that  the  great  majority  fall  into  a very  limited 
number  of  categories — namely  diseases  of  the  heart  and  vessels 
(mostly  senile  degenerations)  220;  cancer  95;  bronchitis  and  its 
complications  29.  These  together  constitute  some  80%  of  the 
total.  Deaths  from  the  great  killers  of  the  past — infectious  diseases, 
including  tuberculosis,  amounted  to  only  6 in  all. 


With  regard  to  infectious  disease,  the  outstanding  feature  of 
the  year  was  as  much  the  absence  of  major  serious  infections  such 
as  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis,  as  the  prevalence  of  minor  infections, 
such  as  measles  and  the  intestinal  infections,  dysentery  and  food 
poisoning. 


1957  was  the  first  full  year  of  polio  vaccination,  but  supplies 
of  vaccine  were  restricted,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  only  some 
2,000  children  in  the  District  had  received  protection.  We  were 
thus  fortunate  in  having  no  cases. 


Diphtheria  immunisation  was  well  maintained.  The  protection 
rate  for  school  children  was  kept  at  100%,  while  that  for  the  under 
fives  was  50%.  The  difference  is  largely  one  of  convenience  to 
parents.  It  is  interesting  to  reflect  that  should  polio  immunisation 
prove  as  successful  as  diphtheria  immunisation,  we  shall,  in  years  to 
come,  probably  have  as  much  difficulty  in  “selling”  polio 
immunisation  to  future  generations  of  mothers,  as  we  now  have 
in  the  case  of  diphtheria  for  the  under-fives. 


1957  was  an  “epidemic”  year  for  measles.  The  incidence 
rises  and  falls  in  alternate  years.  There  were  580  cases  as  compared 
with  6 in  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths,  and  the  main 
import  of  measles  today  lies  in  its  complications.  Even  these  are 
largely  controlled  by  modern  treatments,  and  measles  has  now 
receded  in  importance  from  its  position  as  a disease  with  a sub- 
stantial death  rate,  leaving  a trail  of  disabilities,  to  that  of  a minor 
illness  causing  a major  nuisance  from  its  widespread  prevalence, 
and  indefatiguable  persistence  among  the  younger  members  of  the 
community. 


There  were  18  cases  of  dysentery,  mostly  from  an  outbreak 
in  the  Hednesford  Nursery  School,  during  the  summer  term.  The 
Health  Department  is  now  experienced  in  handling  outbreaks  in 
these  especially  susceptible  communities,  and  it  was  quickly  brought 
under  control. 
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The  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  was  potentially  much  more 
serious,  as  the  persons  affected  were  the  staff'  of  a cafe  in  the  centre 
of  town,  and  the  possibilities  of  widespread  food  poisoning  were 
at  once  apparent.  Sensible  handling  of  the  situation,  together  with 
willing  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  cafe  proprietor,  averted  the 
danger,  without  need  for  recourse  to  drastic  procedures. 


Notifications  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  for  the  entire  year 
were  only  9.  This  is  the  lowest  total  ever  recorded  in  Cannock, 
and  is  less  than  a quarter  of  the  figure  for  1954 — only  three  years 
before. 


The  purity  of  water  supplies  has  been  kept  under  observation 
by  periodic  sampling  at  supply  points  in  different  parts  of  the 
District. 


Sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  was  again  well 
above  bare  minimum  requirements.  Some  minor  failures  in  respect 
of  “quality  and  substance”  came  to  light,  but  on  the  whole,  super- 
vision of  milk  and  other  foods  showed  that  good  standards  were 
being  maintained. 


During  the  year  the  Council  built  1 16  houses  and  4 bungalows. 
35  houses  and  37  bungalows  were  erected  privately. 


The  work  of  the  Department  has  been  carried  on  with  some 
difficulty  owing  to  shortage  of  staff.  One  of  our  inspectors 
(Mr.  Forrest)  left  in  the  middle  of  the  year.  This  was  a substantial 
loss  to  the  Department. 


In  the  circumstances  all  credit  is  due  to  the  staff  for  coping 
with  the  day-to-day  work,  but  of  necessity  planned  inspection  of 
the  District — of  houses,  shops  and  factories,  has  been  much  below 
what  is  desirable.  Other  Public  Health  activities,  such  as  smoke 
observations,  have  also  been  much  curtailed. 

1 am. 


Your  obedient  Servant. 

R.  WEBSTER. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Area  of  the  District  (excluding  area  covered  by  water)  acres  8,155 


Population  at  1931  Census 35,300 

Population  at  1951  Census 40,927 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  population  to  middle 

of  year 42,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (according  to  Rate  Books) 

at  end  of  the  year 11,650 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1958  £367,681 

Product  of  Penny  Rate £1,482 


Unemployment  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Date 

MALES 

FEMALES 

Total 

18  & over 

Under  18 

18  and 

over 

Under  18 

11.  3.57 

158 

— 

175 

19 

352 

17.  6.57 

181 

- 

245 

9 

435 

16.  9.57 

180 

3 

136 

10 

329 

9.12.57 

131 

3 

120 

2 

256 

LIVE  BIRTHS 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

352 

335 

687 

Illegitimate  

9 

16 

25 

Total 

361 

351 

712 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . . . 16  -9 

Area  Comparability  Factor — 

The  Area  Comparability  Factor  provided  by  the 
Registrar  General  is  0-96.  This  Factor  X Crude 
Live  Birth  Rate  gives  a standard  Birth  Rate  for 


the  District  of 16-27 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales  . 16-1 
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LIVE  BIRTHS 


Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Legitimate 

856 

750 

712 

720 

646 

689 

627 

591 

683 

687 

Illegitimate 

14 

26 

22 

33 

' 

22 

21 

16 

23 

21 

25 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
resident  pop.  ... 

21  -63 

19-00 

17-86 

18-45 

16-28 

17-12 

15-64 

14-71  16  6 

16-9 

STILL  BIRTHS 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

11 

6 

17  ' 

Illegitimate  

- 

- 

- 

Total  

11 

6 

17 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  . . 23-3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  (England 

and  Wales) 22-4 

STILL  BIRTHS 


Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Legitimate 

18 

17 

32 

14 

27 

22 

21 

19 

15 

17 

Illegitimate 

- 

4 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Still  birth  rate 
per  1000  live  and 
still  births 

19  6 

26-3 

44-2 

19-5 

38-8 

31-3 

31  -6 

30-01 

20-8 

23-3 

DEATHS 


Nett  deaths  allocated  to  the  District  after  allowing  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers: — 

Male  Female  Total 

243  189  432 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . 10-28 

The  Area  Comparability  Factor  provided  by  the 

Registrar  General  is  in  this  case  ....  1-22 

This  Factor  X Crude  Death  Rate  gives  a standard 

Death  Rate  of 12-54 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . . . 11-5 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Deaths 


Maternal  Causes 

(excluding  abortion) 
Others  due  to  abortion 


Rate  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births 

Cannock  Eng.  & Wales 


Deaths  under  one  year  of  age:- 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 


— 

0-00 

0-39 

— 

0-00 

0 08 

0 00 

0-47 

MORTALITY 

Actual 

Cannock 

Eng.  & Wales 

Deaths 

Rate 

Rate 

17 

23-8 

23-0 

17 

24-7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 week 

1 - 2 weeks 

3rd  week 

4th  week 

Total  1-4  weeks 
Neo-natal  mortality 

4 weeks-3  months 

3 months-6  months 

6 months-9  months 

9 months- 12  months 

Total  deaths 

Under  1 year  of  age. 

/ 

Prematurity 

7 

- 

— 

- 

7 

— 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Birth  Injury 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Asphyxia  

1 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Respiratory  Failure  ... 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Hydrocephalus 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Meningomyelocele  ... 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease  

Intestinal  obstruction 

Gastroenteritis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

Totals  

10 

1 

- 

- 

1 1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

17 

9 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  birth  rate,  death  rate  and  infant  mortality  rate  for 
Cannock  Urban  District  as  compared  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  as  a 
whole,  London  Administrative  County,  160  County  Borough  and  Great  Towns 
(over  50,000  population)  including  London  and  160  smaller  towns: — 


Birth  Rate 

Live  Still 

Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate 

England  and  Wales  ... 

161 

22-4 

1 1 5 

23-0 

London  Administrative 
County  

16  2 

20  0 

II  -4 

21  -9 

160  County  Borough 
and  Great  Towns  (in- 
cluding London) 

16-1 

22-5 

1 1 5 

23-5 

160  Smaller  Towns 

160 

23-2 

II  -4 

23-5 

Cannock  25 — 50,000  at 
1951  Census 

16-22 

23-3 

12-54 

23-8 

The  estimated  population,  birth  rate,  infant  mortality  rate  (l.M.R.)  and 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (M.M.R.)  for  the  past  ten  years  were  as  follows: — 


Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Population 

40,590 

40,890 

41,080 

40,810 

41,030 

41,230 

41,090 

41,730 

41.950 

42.000 

Girth  Rate 

22-49 

19-49 

18-69 

18-81 

16-93 

17-77 

16-15 

15-16 

17-13 

17-35 

I.M  Rate 

39-8 

36-3 

36-83 

35-93 

43-41 

43-66 

38-88 

30-9 

21-3 

23-8 

M.M.  Rate  ... 

2-19 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0 00 

Death  Rate  ... 

9 48 

11-03 

10-58 

11-93 

11-67 

10-74 

10-29 

10-32 

10-4 

10-28 

Chief  Causes  of  Death  in  Order  of  Importance 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

% of  Total 
Deaths  in 
1957 

% of  Total 
Deaths  in 
1956 

Heart  Disease  ... 

96 

66 

162 

37-5 

38-3 

Vascular  Lesions 
of  Nervous  Sys- 
tem   

45 

43 

88 

20-3 

15-8 

Cancer  

34 

32 

66 

15-2 

19-9 

Bronchitis 

18 

1 1 

29 

6-7 

8-1 

Accidents 

10 

2 

12 

2-7 

2-9 

Pneumonia 

5 

2 

7 

1 -6 

2-0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1957 


Males  Females 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .... 

3 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ..... 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  ..... 

1 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  ...... 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  ..... 

— 

1 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection  .... 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ..... 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  ....... 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

1 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

10 

— 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  and  Bronchus  . 

11 

2 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

2 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  . 

— 

6 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

11 

19 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  .... 

2 

3 

16. 

Diabetes.  ...... 

— 

3 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . 

45 

43 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

34 

20 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

5 

7 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease  .... 

52 

37 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

5 

2 

22. 

Influenza  ...... 

1 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia  ...... 

5 

2 

24. 

Bronchitis  ...... 

18 

11 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  . 

4 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

2 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  .... 

2 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  .... 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  . 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

16 

16 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  .... 

5 

— 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents  . . . 

5 

2 

35. 

Suicide  ....... 

1 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

1 

Total  . . 243  189 
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NATURAL  INCREASE— EXCESS  OF  BIRTHS  OVER  DEATHS 


Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Births 

914 

797 

768 

768 

695 

733 

664 

633 

719 

729 

Deaths 

385 

451 

435 

489 

479 

443 

423 

431 

441 

432 

Natural  Increase 

529 

346 

333 

279 

216 

290 

241 

202 

278 

297 

Estimated  Pop. 

40,590 

40,890 

41,080 

40,810 

41,030 

41,230 

41,090 

41,730 

41,950 

42.000 

Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  WITHIN 
THE  CANNOCK  URBAN  DISTRICT 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Laboratories 
have  provided  a comprehensive  service  throughout  the  year.  They 
have  been  most  helpful  with  advice  and  information,  as  well  as  in 
the  work  undertaken  for  us. 

Results  of  examinations  were 
Swabs 

Throat 

For  General  Practitioners 
For  Hospitals 
Nose 

For  General  Practitioners 
For  Hospitals 

Sputa  for  Tuberculosis  . . 38  556  594 

Other  Specimens 

Urine  . . — 

Faeces  . . 339 

Blood  . . — 

Others  . . 1 

In  addition  many  examinations  of  water,  milk,  food  stuffs, 
sewage  effluents  were  reported  on  by  these  Laboratories  during 
the  year. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  and  PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
No  impoi  tant  changes  occurred  in  these  services  as  compared  with  previous  years. 


as  follows  : — 


Positive  Negative  Total 
12  12 
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Section  C INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (Notifications) 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Scarlet  Fever 

46 

75 

66 

67 

20 

27 

23 

Measles  

576 

4 

753 

114 

651 

6 

580 

Whooping  Cough 

135 

10 

181 

14 

92 

154 

40 

Diphtheria  

4 

2 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 

Paralytic 

Non- Paralytic 

2 

7 

7 

2 

_ 

_ 

Acute  Polio  Encephalitis 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia  

6 

4 

6 

22 

22 

22 

20 

Erysipelas 

- 

- ' 

- 

- 

10 

15 

7 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Dysentery  

35 

- 

2 

517 

30 

19 

18 

Enteric  Fevers 

- 

- 

- 

J 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4 

14 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

3 

9 

4 

10 

7 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

ANALYSIS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  BY  AGE  GROUPS 


i 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diph- 

theria 

Polio 

Paralytic 

PolioNon 

Paralytic 

Under  1 year 

23 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1—2  I 

118 

8 

- 

- 

3 — 4 7 

181 

10 

- 

- 

5 — 9 II 

236 

20 

- 

- 

- 

10—14  4 

8 

- 

- 

- 

15  — 24 

5 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

25  & over 

9 

- 

- 

- 

13 


Age  Groups 

Pneumonia 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Dysentery 

Enteric  Fever 

Food 

Poisoning 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Under  5 years 

2 

_ 

9 

3 

5 — 14 

2 

— 

7 

3 

15  — 44 

8 

— 

1 



6 

1 

45  — 64 

4 

— 

_ 



2 

65  and  over 

4 

— 

1 

- 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

Groups 

NEW  CASES 

Total 

DEATHS 

Total 

Respi 

ratory 

N 

Respi 

on- 

ratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 







1—  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 



5—15 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 



15—25 

1 

2 

— 

_ 

3 

_ 

25—35 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

2 

_ 

1 

1 

35—45 

— 

— 

_ 



45—55 

- 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

2 

55—65 

— 

— 

— 

_ 



2 

65  & up 

— 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

2 

5 

1 

1 

9 

3 

1 

- 

- 

4 

The  number  of  new  cases  and  the  number  of  deaths  for  the 
past  ten  years  were  as  follows  : — 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary 

34 

34 

48 

36 

39 

44 

37 

21 

25 

7 

Non-Pulmonary 

9 

3 

1 

7 

4 

4 

6 

2 

1 

2 

Total 

43 

37 

49 

43 

43 

48 

43 

23 

26 

9 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

10 

14 

17 

12 

8 

1 1 

9 

2 

5 

4 

Non-Pulmonary 

3 

3 

- 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Total 

13 

17 

17 

15 

11 

12 

1 1 

2 

6 

4 

14 


Notices  of  Admission  to  Institutions  were  as  follows  : — 


Groundslow  Sanatorium  . . . . . . . 10 

Ivy  House  Hospital,  Cannock  ......  3 

Belehall  Hospital,  Tamworth  ......  1 

Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry  .....  1 


DEATHS  from  Tuberculosis  in  England  and  Wales  as  a whole, 
160  County  Borough  and  Great  Towns  (over  50,000  population) 
including  London  and  160  Small  Towns,  as  compared  with  Cannock. 


Deaths 

England  and  Wales  . . . 4,784 

Great  Towns  .....  2,777 

Smaller  Towns  ....  587 

Cannock  4 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER  . The  number 
cases  on  the  Register  on  1st  January,  1957  was  . 
The  Distribution  was  as  follows: — 


Rate  per  million 

107 
120 

108 
95 

of  Tuberculosis 
. 268 


Bridgetown 

Cannock 

Chadsmoor 

Heath  Hayes  and 
Wimblebury 

Hazel  Slade, 

Cannock  Wood, 

Rawnsley 

Hednesford 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary. . . 

21 

1 

93 

11 

26 

2 

20 

13 

1 

74 

6 

Total  

22 

104 

28 

20 

14 

80 

Additions  to  Register  PULMONARY 


No.  of  New  Notifications  . . 7 

No.  of  Transfers  IN  ...  6 

No.  Restored  to  Register 

Total  ...  13 

Deletions  from  Register  PULMONARY 

No.  Died  .....  4 

No.  Recovered  ....  5 

No.  of  Transfers  OUT  . . 5 

Total  ...  14 


Additions  to  Register  NON-PULMONARY 

No.  of  new  Notifications  . . 2 

No.  Restored  to  Register  . 

No.  of  Transfers  IN  . 

Total  ...  2 

Deletions  from  Register  NON-PULMONARY 

No.  Died  ..... 

No.  Recovered  ....  1 

No.  of  Transfers  OUT 

Total  ...  1 
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CANCERS 


There  were  66  deaths  from  cancer,  22  less  than  in  the  previous 

year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  trend  over  the  last  10  years: — 


Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Deaths 

46 

66 

60 

54 

77 

77 

67 

70 

88 

66 

Population  ... 

40,590 

40,890 

41,080 

40,810 

41,030 

41,230 

41,090 

41,730 

41,950 

42.000 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  Pop. 

M3 

1-61 

1-46 

1-32 

1-87 

1-86 

1 63 

1-67 

2 09 

1-57 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CANNOCK 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957  on  the  sanitary 
administration  of  the  area. 

Because  of  staff  shortage  the  report  has  not  been  prepared  in 
the  same  detailed  manner  as  previously,  nevertheless,  it  contains 
sufficient  information  which  indicates  the  amount  and  scope  of  the 
public  health  work  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

On  the  16th  July,  1957,  Mr.  H.  Forrest  (Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector)  left  the  service  of  the  Council  in  order  to  take  a 
similar  appointment  with  the  Letchworth  Urban  District  Council. 
Advertisements  for  new  Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  have 
since  been  made,  but  as  you  are  aware,  no  applications  were  received. 

Add  to  this,  new  legislation  introduced  during  the  year  with 
its  additional  duties  and  responsibilities,  e.g.  the  Rent  Act,  1957, 
and  one  realises  we  are  now  feeling  the  shortage  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD 

PREMISES 
FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  period  commenced  with  great  improvement  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
during  the  year.  The  improvements  carried  out  may  be  seen  in 
Table  No.  1 on  page  19.  Unfortunately  this  work  was  forced  to 
slow  down  due  to  shortage  of  staff. 

During  visits  to  food  premises  swabs  of  utensils  and  samples 
of  washing  and  rinsing  water  have  been  taken.  As  will  be  seen  in 
Table  2 on  page  20,  342  tests  were  made  and  on  bacteriological 
examination  results  were  most  enlightening. 
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To  many  food  premises,  abstracts  of  the  Regulations  and 
posters  for  exhibition  were  delivered.  The  number  and  type  of 
food  premises  are  as  follows. 


NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


Bakehouses  . . . . . . .11 

Butchers  shops  ......  39 

Cafes  and  snack  bars  .....  10 

Dairies  .......  3 

Egg  packing  stations 1 

Factory  canteens  ......  25 

Fish  retailers  and  greengrocers  . . .11 

Fried  fish  shops  ......  24 

Ice-cream  manufacturers  ....  3 

Ice-cream  retailers  . . . . . .171 

Meat  stalls  ........  5 

Mobile  food  vans  . . . . . .15 

Restaurants  .......  3 

Retail  shops  . . . . . 323 

School  canteens  and  kitchens  ....  23 

Slaughterhouses  ......  12 

Wholesale  food  premises  ....  8 
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Table  I 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955 
IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT 
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Samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  (A.  Houlbrooke, 
Esq.,  M.Sc.,  F. R.l.C.)  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  the 
results  of  the  analyses  are  set  out  in  the  subsequent  table.  Of  the 
168  miscellaneous  samples  taken,  II  (equivalent  to  6-5%)  were 
unsatisfactory. 
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Table  3 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLES,  1957 


Sample 

Number  Examined 

Number  Adulterated 
or  Below  Standard 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Biscuits  

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Bread  

- 

3 

3 

- 

2 

2 

Butter  

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Cake  and  Pudding  Mixture 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Cereals  

■ 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Cheese  or  Cheese  Spread 

2 

5 

7 

- 

1 

1 

Coffee  Essence  

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Cooking  Fat  

2 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Drinks,  Alcoholic  

- 

6 

6 

- 

- 

- 

Drinks,  Soft  

5 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Fish  Paste 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Flavourings  

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Fruit,  Dried  

- 

10 

10 

- 

1 

1 

Ice-cream 

2 

2 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Jam  

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Margarine  

1 

3 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Meat  Products — Sausage 

- 

3 

3 

- 

1 

1 

Meat,  Potted  

■ 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous  

1 

15 

16 

- 

- 

- 

Milk  

7 

7 

14 

3 

- 

3 

Milk,  Pasteurised  

- 

15 

15 

- 

- 

- 

Milk,  Channel  Islands  (all  grades) 

- 

8 

8 

- 

- 

- 

Milk,  T.T.  Pasteurised 

10 

10 

- 

- 

- 

Milk,  Sterilised 

- 

11 

11 

- 

- 

- 

Milk,  Tuberculin  Tested 

16 

1 

17 

1 

- 

1 

Milk,  Condensed 

- 

1 

I 

- 

- 

- 

Milk  Food,  Dried  

~ 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Sweets  

4 

4 

- 

1 

1 

Tea  

1 

6 

7 

- 

- 

Totals  

41 

127 

168 

4 

7 

11 

21 


Milk  samples  taken  totalled  75  of  which  4 (equivalent  to 
5-3%)  proved  unsatisfactory.  The  average  composition  of  all 
samples  of  milk  was — Fat,  3-73%,  Solids-non-fat,  8-78%. 

Table  4 

DETAILS  OF  UNSATISFACTORY  SAMPLES 


Sample 

No. 

Article 

Nature  of 
Contravention 

Observations 

419 

Beef  and  Pork 
Sausages,  mixed 

Contains  undeclared 
preservative  to  160 
parts  per  million  of 
sulphur  dioxide. 

Butcher  concerned  in- 
terviewed. Sausage 
not  obtained  from 
usual  manufacturer, 
unaware  that  the 
sample  contained  pre- 
servative. Cautionary 
warning  given. 

422 

Cheese. 

Very  fissured  and  with 
parts  so  rancid  as  to 
render  sample  unfit 
for  food. 

Relates  to  an  80  lb. 
cheese  upon  which  the 
wholesale  merchant 
concerned  asked  for 
advice.  Sample  sub- 
mitted to  Analyst  and 
the  remainder  re- 
turned to  suppliers. 

429 

Invalid  Toffee. 

Contains  fat  other  than 
butter  fat  and  sugar  in 
addition  to  the  stated 
contents.  Label  mis- 
leading. 

Cautionary  warning 
given.  Label  amended. 

431 

Milk,  Tubercu- 
lin Tested. 

■ 

2-3%  deficient  of  fat. 

Repeat  samples  taken 
which  proved  genuine. 

452 

Milk,  Tuber- 
culin Tested. 

3 -3%  deficient  of  fat. 

Repeat  samples  taken 
which  proved  genuine. 

454 

Milk,  Tuber- 
culin Tested. 

3 -3%  deficient  of  fat. 

Repeat  samples  taken 
which  proved  genuine. 

455 

Milk,  Tuber- 
culin Tested. 

3 -3%  deficient  of  fat. 

Repeat  samples  taken 
which  proved  genuine. 

521 

Bread. 

A part  of  the  bread  was 
contaminated  and 
coloured  black  with 
unidentifiable  carbon- 
aceous matter. 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
firm. 

522 

Bread. 

Contained  foreign  body 
resembling  a portion 
of  a finger  nail. 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
firm. 

542 

Sultanas. 

Contains  0-30%  of 
sand  and  siliceous 
matter  which  is  above 
the  usual  amount 
found  and  the  des- 
cription “cleaned”  is, 
therefore,  unjustified. 

Informal  sample.  For- 
mal sample  to  be 
taken. 

555 

Minced  Turkey. 

Total  meat  content  only 
61-3%  and  should  be 
95-0%. 

Informal  sample.  For- 
mal sample  to  be 
taken. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD  — MILK 


Regular  inspection  of  all  premises  registered  was  carried  out 
and  174  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  addition,  11 
samples  were  submitted  for  biological  tests  for  tubercle  bacilli. 

Results  of  all  samples  showed  that  21  failed  to  pass  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test,  and  details  of  these  results  will  be  seen  in 
Table  5 on  page  24. 


Licences  to  use  special  designations  during  the  year  were  as 
follows: — 


Dealers  Licences: 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised  . 
Sterilised 

Supplementary  Licences: 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised  . 
Sterilised 

Pasteuriser’s  Licence 


13 

26 

63 


6 

7 

5 

1 


ICE  CREAM 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  Etc.)  Regulations,  1947-1952 

Much  of  the  ice  cream  sold  throughout  the  area  is  manufac- 
tured elsewhere.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  only  one  manufacturer 
in  this  district  was  carrying  out  the  heat  treatment  procedure  on 
his  own  premises.  There  are  at  present  171  premises  registered  for 
“ sale  only.” 

A total  of  149  samples  were  taken  and  by  means  of  the 
Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Tests  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  it  was  found  that  129  fell  in  Grade  I;  8 in 
Grade  2;  5 in  Grade  3 and  7 in  Grade  4.  The  latter  seven  samples 
were  mainly  from  one  local  manufacturer.  Investigation  showed 
that  the  low  grading  was  caused  by  his  plant  and  equipment  which 
he  intends  to  replace  in  the  “close  season.” 

Details  of  results  of  samples  taken  are  to  be  seen  in  Table  6 
on  page  25. 
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Table  5 

THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1949-1954 
RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  MILK,  1957 


Table 
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MISCELLANEOUS  EOODS 

in  the  course  of  frequent  visits  to  an  Egg  Packing  Station  in 
this  area  30  samples  of  Liquid  Egg  were  obtained  but  no  pathogenic 
organisms  were  isolated. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

Owing  to  many  of  the  local  butchers  continuing  to  buy  their 
meat  “oft  the  hook"  in  preference  to  themselves  being  responsible 
tor  the  slaughtering,  the  twelve  slaughterhouses  in  use  are  proving 
more  than  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 

Slaughtering  takes  place  occasionally  in  the  evenings  and 
on  Sundays,  and  overtime  by  the  Meat  Inspectors  is  inevitable. 
One  hundred  per  cent  inspection  has  again  been  achieved— this 
is  carried  out  to  the  standard  laid  down  in  Memo.  3/Foods  and 
resulted  in  the  condemnation  of  6,135  pounds  of  carcase  meat  and 
ofTal. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
together  with  particulars  of  the  carcases  or  parts  thereof  condemned. 

Table  7 

DETAILS  OF  ANIMALS  INSPECTED 


Cattle 

except 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

No.  of  animals  slaughtered 

874 

182 

19 

3431 

3335 

No.  of  animals  inspected  ... 

874 

182 

19 

3431 

3335 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ... 

91 

25 

Nil 

12 

432 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis or  Cysticerci 

10  41  % 

13-73% 

5-26% 

0-35% 

13  04% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ... 

36 

24 

Nil 

Nil 

58 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

411% 

13-18% 

Nil 

Nil 

1-74% 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ... 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  ... 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(Total  number  of  carcases  examined  ...  7,841 
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Table  8 

DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OFFALS 


Tons  Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : 

Carcase  Meat 

8 

2 

12 

Offals 

1 2 

3 

22 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Carcase  Meat 

13 

2 

24 

Offals 

9 

0 

15 

Cysticercosis  only  : 

Carcase  Meat... 

— — 

1 

2 

Offals ...  

— 

— 

12 

Table  9 

AFFECTED  CARCASE  PARTS 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Carcases 

1 

2 

Part  Carcases... 

7 

3 

— 

2 

7 

Heads 

26 

8 

— 

1 

54 

Hearts 

7 

3 

— 

— 

74 

Kidneys 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Lungs 

29 

29 

- 

7 

415 

Livers 

70 

13 

- 

4 

44 

Mesenteries  . . . 

4 

6 

— 

- 

- 

Intestines 

3 

2 

— 

- 

4 

Stomachs 

4 

2 

— 

— 

4 

Spleens 

2 

1 

— 

- 

3 

Udders 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

Uteri 

— 

“ 

— 

1 

Table  10 

INCIDENCE  OF  DISEASE  IN  MEAT 
(Weight  in  pounds) 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Abscesses 

209 

79 

_ 

4 

57 

Actinomycosis 

270 

— 

- 

- 

30 

Adhesions 

11 

5 

- 

1 

30 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides 

— 

— 

— 

- 

30 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

60 

53 

— 

— 

— 

Bruising  

20 

19 

- 

3 

20 

Cirrhosis  

15 

— 

- 

15 

56 

Coenurus  Cerebral  is 

— 

— 

— 

5 

- 

Congestion  

- 

- 

- 

■ 

701 

Contamination 

— 

2 

— 

- 

- 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

42 

- 

- 

- 

Decomposition 

135 

- 

- 

24 

52 

Fascioliasis  

510 

66 

- 

15 

3 

Hepatitis  

— 

- 

- 

- 

73 

Hydatid  

21 

35 

- 

13 

Immaturity 

_ 

- 

20 

- 

- 

Mastitis  

37 

- 

- 

- 

Melanosis  ... 

15 

— 

- 

- 

Nephritis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

241 

Pericarditis  

19 

14 

— 

- 

83 

Pleurisy  

67 

87 

- 

77 

Pneumonia 

4 

28 

Pyaemia  

- 

- 

- 

120 

Swine  Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

Tuberculosis  

1026 

649 

897 
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UNWHOLESOME  FOOD  CONDEMNED 

Set  out  in  the  next  table  are  details  of  food  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption.  All  these  foods  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  the  time  of  inspection. 
Surrender  notes  were  obtained  in  all  cases  and  749  condemnation 
certificates  were  issued. 


Table  1 1 

FOOD  CONDEMNED 


Type  of  Food 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Meat  and  Offal  

2 

14 

3 

1 3 

0 

Meat,  tinned  

- 

13 

3 

5 

12* 

Fruit,  tinned  

- 

10 

3 

12 

2 

Tomatoes,  tinned  ... 

- 

4 

0 

18 

1 

Vegetables,  tinned 

- 

5 

2 

3* 

Milk,  tinned  

- 

- 

1 

18 

141 

Soup,  tinned  

- 

3 

2 

4 

8* 

Fish,  tinned  

- 

2 

1 

9 

2* 

Puddings,  tinned 

- 

- 

2 

1 

9 

Jam,  tinned 

- 

4 

2 

15 

6 

Cheese  ...  

- 

4 

2 

18 

61 

Pickles,  bottled  

- 

- 

" 

*■ 

9 

Bacon  and  Sausage 

- 

- 

2 

17 

10 

Syrup  

- 

- 

- 

5 

0 

Cereals 

- 

- 

1 

17 

4 

Sauces 

- 

- 

l 

12 

Danish  Butter 

- 

- 

1 

18 

0 

Miscellaneous  

- | 

9 

1 

23 

15* 

Total 

5 

16 

1 

18 

41 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 


Diseased  or  unwholesome  meat  is  either  destroyed  by  fire  or 
suitably  stained  and  removed  for  later  conversion  into  fertilizers, 
etc.  Controlled  tipping  in  this  district  is  the  means  of  disposal  of 
refuse,  and  other  unwholesome  food  is  taken  to  tips  and  safely 
disposed  of  under  the  supervision  of  the  department. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933-1954 

Four  new  applications  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  in  a 
slaughterhouse  or  Knacker’s  Yard  were  received  during  the  year 
and  57  renewals  of  existing  licences  were  granted.  Slaughtermen 
continue  to  be  informed  of  the  necessity  of  obtaining  a certificate 
required  under  the  Firearms  Act,  1937.  A Captive  Bolt  Pistol  is 
always  available  in  the  department  for  the  use  of  licenced  slaughter- 
men in  cases  of  emergency. 


WATER 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  water  supply  for 
drinking  purposes  is  obtained  from  the  main  of  the  South  Stafford- 
shire Waterworks  Company.  Samples  of  water  were  obtained  from 
sixteen  dwellinghouses  and  twelve  samples  were  submitted  from 
watercourses  and  effluents. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 


BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS 


Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 

. 

76 

Purveyors  of  milk  from  other 

districts  selling 

milk  in  this  area 

7 

Bakehouses  .... 

11 

Slaughterhouses  . 

12 

Butchers  shops 

39 

Meat  stalls  .... 

5 

Mortuaries  .... 

2 

Factories  .... 

129 

Pet  shops  .... 

9 

Rag  Flock  Premises 

4 

Housing  Acts 

Housing  work  carried  out  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and 
Housing  Acts  is  set  out  on  the  following  pages. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 
1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ......  362 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose.  1274 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-heading  1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  . . . .141 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose.  534 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ......  58 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .......  303 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 
Notice. 


Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  .....  105 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . 0 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice: — 

(a)  by  Owners  ......  0 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . 0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .......  75 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  by  Owners  . . . . . . 61 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . 0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16,  17  and  23  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders  ...  1 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Sections  18  and  27  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 

made  ........  1 ~ 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ......  0 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957: — 

N umber  of  dwellings  closed  under  sub-section  (1)  . 6 


Unfit  Houses 

Number  demolished: — 

Individual  Unfits 
Clearance  Orders 
Redevelopment  Area 
Voluntary 


1 

24 

30 

II 
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Clearance  Areas  Represented 


St.  Paul’s  Ward: 

Six  dwellinghouses  known  as  Lower  Farm  Buildings,  Norton 
Lane,  Leacroft. 

St.  Chad's  Ward: 

Nos.  23,  25,  27  and  29  View  Street,  Hednesford. 

St.  Peter’s  Ward: 

Nos.  27  and  29  Littleworth  Hill,  Hednesford. 

Clearance  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  made 
St.  Paul's  Ward: 

Six  dwellinghouses  known  as  Lower  Farm  Buildings,  Norton 
Lane,  Leacroft. 

St.  Peter’s  Ward: 

Nos.  27  and  29  Littleworth  Hill,  Hednesford. 

Houses  Represented  for  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders 
St.  Paul’s  Ward: 

Streetway  Farm  House,  Watling  Street,  Bridgtown.  (Closing). 
Leacroft  Cottage,  Old  Hall  Lane,  olf  Leacroft  Lane,  Leacroft. 

(Demolition). 

The  Poplars,  Green  Lane,  Bridgtown.  (Demolition). 

No.  1,  2 and  3 Cottages,  Green  Lane,  Bridgtown. 

(Demolition). 

St.  Luke’s  Ward: 

No.  33  Mill  Street,  Cannock.  (Closing). 

St.  Peter’s  Ward: 

Nos.  176a  and  184  Littleworth  Road,  Hednesford. 

(Demolition). 

Nos.  210  and  218  Littleworth  Road,  Flednesford.  (Closing). 

Demolition  Orders  Made 

St.  Paul’s  Ward: 

No.  1 Wolverhampton  Road,  Wedges  Mills. 

Leacroft  Cottage,  Old  Hall  Lane,  Leacroft. 

The  Poplars,  Green  Lane,  Bridgtown. 

Nos.  1,  2 and  3 Cottages,  Green  Lane,  Bridgtown. 

St.  Peter's  Ward: 

Nos.  176a  and  184  Littleworth  Road.  Hednesford. 

Buildings  Closed 

St.  Paul’s  Ward: 

Streetway  Farm  House,  Watling  Street,  Bridgtown. 

St.  Luke’s  Ward: 

No.  33  Mill  Street,  Cannock. 

St.  Chad’s  Ward: 

No.  12  Moss  Street,  Chadsmoor. 

St.  Peter’s  Ward: 

No.  69  Forge  Street,  Hednesford. 

Nos.  210,  212  and  218  Littleworth  Road,  Hednesford. 
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Houses  Demolished 


St.  Paul’s  Ward: 

Nos.  266,  268,  270,  272,  274  and  276 
Walsall  Road,  Bridgtown. 

Nos.  4,  6,  8 and  10  Watling  Street, 
Bridgtown. 


j 


Clearance  Order. 


St.  Luke’s  Ward: 


No.  500  Longford  Road,  Cannock.  Voluntary. 

St.  Chad’s  Ward: 


Nos.  13,  15,  17  and  19  Bradford  Street,  Hightown. 

C/lc^r^ncc  Order 

Nos.  42,  44,  46,  48,  50,  52,  54  and  56  Bradford  Street,  High- 
town. Clearance  Order. 

No.  58  Heath  Gap  Road,  Blackfords,  Cannock.  Voluntary. 

St.  Peter’s  Ward: 

School  House,  Cannock  Wood  Road,  Rawnsley. 

Demolition  Order. 


St.  John’s  Ward: 

The  Globe  Inn,  East  Cannock,  Hednesford.  Voluntary. 

Nos.  2,  4,  6 and  8 Piggott  Street,  Wimblebury. 

Redevelopment  Area. 
Nos.  2,  27,  29,  31,  33,  35,  37,  45,  47  and  49  Arthur  Street, 
Wimblebury.  Redevelopment  Area. 

Nos.  2,  4,  6,  8,  20,  29,  31,  33,  35,  37,  40,  50,  52  and  56  Glover 
Street,  Wimblebury.  Redevelopment  Area. 

Nos.  15  and  17  Glover  Street,  Wimblebury.  Clearance  Order. 
Nos.  28  and  30  John  Street,  Wimblebury. 

Redevelopment  Area. 
235  Wimblebury  Road,  Heath  Hayes.  Voluntary. 

Nos.  96a,  96b,  98a  and  98b  Hednesford  Road,  Heath  Hayes. 

Voluntary. 

Nos.  278,  280  and  282  Hednesford  Road,  Heath  Hayes. 

Voluntary. 


Houses  Erected 

Private  Enterprise  Local  Authority 
Bungalows  built  ...  37  4 

Houses  built  ...  35  116 
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Repairs  to  Houses 

The  following  is  a list  of  repairs  carried  out  to  houses  during 
the  year. 

Roofs  repaired  ......  49 

Chimneys  repaired  . . . . . . 15 

Spouting  repaired  ......  28 

Houses  repointed,  roughcast  or  cemented  . . 27 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  . . . .140 

New  ceilings  .......  30 

New  quarry  and  concrete  floors  ...  2 

Quarry,  brick  and  concrete  floors  repaired  . 7 

New  wood  floors  ......  4 

New  skirting  boards  or  skirting  boards  repaired  . 5 

New  fascia  boards  ......  2 

Flashing  and  weatherings  repaired  ...  3 

Wood  floors  repaired  .....  7 

New  firegrates  fitted  or  firegrates  repaired  . . 13 

New  windows  and  windows  repaired.  . . 56 

New  sashcords,  catches,  fasteners,  etc.  . . 34 

New  doors  fitted  and  doors  repaired  . . 32 

Stair  treads  renewed  .....  2 

Handrails  fixed  ......  1 

Foodstores  lighted  and  ventilated  ...  1 

New  sinks  and  sinks  repaired  . . . 19 

Coppers  repaired  . . . . . . 10 

Burst  pipes  repaired  . . . . . 17 

Yards  paved  and  paving  repaired  . . 8 

NUISANCES  AND  OTHER  MATTERS  DEALT  WITH 

Foul  drains,  water  closets,  cesspools,  sinks,  urinals  63 
Accumulations  of  manure  and  other  offensive 

matter  .......  4 

Defective  water  closets  and  drains  . . . Ill 

Dirty  dwellinghouses  .....  2 

Dwellinghouses  needing  repair  . . ^ 362 

Dwellinghouses  overcrowded  . . . . 19 

NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT 

53  Water  Closets  put  in  order. 

18  New  water  closet  pans. 

1 1 New  water  closet  seats. 

1 New  water  closet  flushing  cistern. 

18  Water  closet  flushing  cisterns  repaired. 

2 Choked  water  closets  opened. 

54  Choked  drains  opened. 

199  Yards  of  new  drains  on  9 premises. 

6 Drains  repaired. 

1 Drain  ventilating  shaft  repaired. 

963  New  dustbins  substituted  for  worn  out  dustbins. 

(Council  Scheme) 

42  New  dustbins  substituted  for  worn  out  dustbins. 

(Owners) 

3 New  drain  inspection  chambers  constructed. 

3 New  drain  inspection  chamber  covers  provided. 

6 New  sanitary  pails  provided. 
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OVERCROWDED  DWELLINGHOUSES 

New  cases  found  ......  1 

Abated  during  year  .....  7 

Existing  at  end  of  year  . . . . . 19 

COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED 

A somewhat  smaller  influx  of  complaints  were  received  by 
the  department  during  1957 — 602  were  received  as  compared  with 
795  in  1956.  These  were  quickly  visited  and  appropriate  action 


taken. 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  .......  239 

Statutory,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  45  . 12 

Statutory,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93  . 68 

RESULTS  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 

Nuisances  abated  ......  220 

Notices  outstanding  .....  19 

RFNT  ATC,  1957 


This  Act  came  into  force  on  6th  July,  1957,  and  presented 
many  difficulties  in  dealing  with  the  varied  problems.  What  a 
pity  it  is  that  “defects”  is  not  defined,  and  that  Tenants  must  serve 
on  the  Landlord  a list  of  defects  of  repair. 

Nevertheless,  in  this  area  at  any  rate,  much  repair  work  has 
already  been  done  and  houses  are  being  painted. 

As  requested,  the  following  figures  were  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  relating  to  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  in  1957. 


(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  . . 75 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  . . 3 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  . . 65 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  . . 34 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  . . . . 31 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  ...  24 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 
under  proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  0 ' 

(6)  Number  of  certificates  issued  ....  6 


No  applications  were  received  for  cancellation  of  certificates 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

The  district  is  chiefly  on  the  water  carriage  system.  Some 
parts  of  the  area  are  rural  in  character  and  here  no  sewers  exist, 
and  water  closets  are  drained  to  cesspools,  or  chemical  closets 
and  sanitary  pails  are  provided.  The  Council’s  Cleansing  Depart- 
ment carry  out  the  regular  emptying  of  the  cesspools,  pails,  etc. 

DUSTBINS 

The  Council  carry  on  a dustbin  scheme  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  for  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  dustbins.  It 
commenced  in  1940  and  continued  to  prove  very  popular  and  of 
immense  value.  An  annual  charge  of  5s.  0d..  recoverable  with  the 
General  Rate,  is  made  for  each  dustbin.  To  the  end  of  1957, 
12,969  had  so  far  been  supplied  including  963  in  1957  of  which 
494  were  renewals. 
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DISINFESTATION 

Houses  of  selected  applicants  for  Council  houses  were  visited 
prior  to  re-housing  by  this  Council  to  ascertain  whether  disinfesta- 
tion of  their  furnishings  was  necessary.  During  1957,  242  visits 
were  made  and  in  9 instances  the  work  of  disinfestation  was  carried 
out  following  the  discovery  of  infestations  by  woodworm  or  bugs. 
The  work  was  done  by  means  of  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas  and/or 
Steam  Disinfestation  by  qualified  members  of  the  staff  of  my 
department. 

Minor  infestations  of  bugs,  fleas,  cockroaches,  ants,  etc., 
were  dealt  with  by  means  of  insecticidal  liquids  or  D.D.T. 
fumigation. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  or  suspected  cases 
were  investigated  during  the  year  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


Scarlet  Fever 

22 

Sonne  Dysentery 

170 

Food  Poisoning  . 

26 

218 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
RODENT  CONTROL 

The  work  of  Rodent  Control  was  continued  throughout  the 
year  by  the  Rodent  Operator  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  Pupil  Inspector. 
Complaints  were  received  from  199  premises  and  after  investigations, 
appropriate  action  taken.  Further  infestations  were  discovered 
and  dealt  with.  The  baiting  and  poisoning  of  the  sewers  in  this 
district  continued. 

1.  Surface  Disinfestation 


The  first  table  shows  the  properties  inspected  as  a result  of 
(1)  notification;  (2)  survey;  and  (3)  visits  to  premises  primarily 
for  some  other  purpose. 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling- 

houses 

Agricultural 

All  other 
(inc.  business 
premises) 

Total 

15 

805 

7 

93 

920 

The  second  table  indicates  the  properties  found  to  be  infested 
with  rats  or  mice  and  subsequently  treated.  All  were  classed  as 
minor  infestations. 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling- 

houses 

Agricultural 

All  other 
(inc.  business 
premises) 

Total 

8 

180 

4 

38 

230 
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2.  Treatment  of  Sewers 

1st  Treatment— 8th  January  to  15th  January,  1957. 

No.  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems  870  (approx.) 
No.  of  manholes  baited  ....  42 

No.  of  manholes  showing  pre-bait  take  . 1] 

Scheme  of  baiting  used  . . .1st,  3rd  and  5th  days 

Bait  and  Poison  used  . . . Bread  and  Arsenic 

2nd  Treatment— 26th  to  30th  August  and  3rd  to  1 1th  September, 
1957. 

No.  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems  870  (approx.) 
No.  of  manholes  baited  ....  33 

No.  of  manholes  showing  pre-bait  take  . 10 

Scheme  of  baiting  used  . . .1st,  3rd  and  5th  days 

Bait  and  poison  used  . Sausage  Rusk  and  Zinc  Phosphide 
These  two  treatments  were  completed  in  accordance  with 
instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
(Infestation  Control  Division). 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Inspections  and  visits  to  shops  have  been  carried  out 
periodically  in  connection  with  the  above  Act.  Observations  have 
been  made  in  the  evenings  and  week-ends  to  ascertain  if  the 
requirements  relating  to  closing  hours  and  Sunday  trading  were 
being  observed.  A total  of  291  visits  were  made  and,  as  shown  in 
the  following  table,  several  contraventions  were  found.  In  two 
cases  it  was  found  necessary  to  prosecute  two  traders,  one  for  a 
contravention  of  Section  47,  and  the  other  for  Section  12. 

Table  J2 


Requirements 

Contra- 

ventions 

Informal 

notices 

served 

Statutory 

notices 

served 

PART  1. 

Early  Closing  Days  ... 

28 

28 

Nil 

General  Closing  Hours 

10 

10 

Nil 

PART  II. 

Statutory  half-holiday  and 
meal  times  ... 

12 

12 

Nil 

Hours  of  employment  of  young 
persons 

8 

8 

Nil 

Arrangements  for  health  and 
comfort  of  Shop  Workers  ... 

18 

18 

Nil 

PART  IV. 

Sunday  Trading  

41 

14 

Nil 

HEATING  APPLIANCES  (FIREGUARDS)  ACT,  1952 

This  Act,  together  with  Regulations  made  in  1953,  requires 
fireguards  to  be  fitted  to  gas  fires,  electric  fires  and  oil  heaters 
which  are  so  designed  that  they  are  suitable  for  use  in  residential 
premises  and  are  of  such  a type  that,  without  a guard,  there  is  a 
likelihood  of  injury  by  burning. 
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Mr.  Aston,  Assistant  Public  Health  and  Shops  Inspector,  is 
the  Designated  Officer  under  this  Act,  and  reports  that  during  1957, 
72  appliances  were  inspected  and  tested  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  Regulations.  All  proved  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of 
two — one  electric  lire  and  one  gas  fire.  The  electric  fire  was 
exhibited  for  sale  in  a shop  window  when  it  was  noticed  that  no 
guard  of  any  kind  was  fitted.  The  other,  a gas  fire,  failed  to  pass 
the  probe  test.  Both  fires  were  immediately  withdrawn  from  sale 
and  sent  to  the  manufacturers  for  special  examination  and  test. 
The  fires  were  later  returned  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  Council  Caravan  Site  at  Pye  Green  remains  fully  occupied 
and  work  of  establishing  a new  site  in  Longford  Road,  Cannock, 
is  in  hand. 

At  times  throughout  the  year  the  Council  has  been  troubled 
with  the  stationing  of  caravans  on  unlicensed  sites. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

During  the  year  nine  licences  were  granted  for  the  keeping 
of  Pet  Shops,  an  increase  of  one  over  the  previous  year.  All  licences 
were  granted  subject  to  conditions  which  ensure  the  objects  of  the 
Act  being  observed. 

THE  GAME  ACT,  1831 

One  licence  was  granted  to  deal  in  game  to  a Stall  holder  in 
the  Cannock  Market. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  factories  inspected,  defects 
found  and  remedied. 

Table  13 

INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1 , 2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

7 

10 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

122 

83 

1 

. 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out  workers’  pre- 
mises)   

Total  

129 

93 

1 

- 
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Table  14 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found  Number  of 


Particulars 

Found 

* 

Remedied 

Referred 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

i 

1 

Overcrowding  

— 

_ 



Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 



Inadequate  ventilation  ... 

— 

_ 



Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary  Convenience  : — 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

(c)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

8 

8 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  

Total  

9 

9 

- 

1 

- 

INVESTIGATION  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Work  in  connection  with  the  recording  of  atmospheric 
pollution  has  continued  throughout  the  year.  Two  Deposit  Gauges, 
six  Lead  Peroxide  instruments  and  one  combined  Smoke  Filter 
and  Volumetric  Sulphur  Dioxide  apparatus  have  again  been  in  use. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  secure  the  abatement  or  reduction 
of  smoke,  and  similar  emissions.  Many  observations  of  chimneys 
and  spoil  banks  were  made. 
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Table  15 

DEPOSIT  GAUGES— RECORD  OF  DEPOSITS 


Month 

Deposit  in  tons  per  Square  Mile 
per  Month 

Bridgtown 

Littleworth 

January ...  

10-24 

15-63 

February  

13-55 

15-14 

March  ...  

13-27 

12-74 

April  

11-62 

20-04 

May  ...  

18-98 

24-10 

June  

2-48 

24-83 

July  

23-95 

28-96 

August  ...  

12-92 

Bottle  broken  at 
Laboratory 

September  

9-97 

8-97 

October 

10-04 

11-40 

November  

4-54 

6-20 

December  

15-15 

11-17 

Totals 

146-71 

179-18 

Monthly  average,  1957 

12-22 

16-29 

Monthly  average,  1956 

14-11 

15-67 

Table  16 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES— RECORD  OF  SULPHUR  POLLUTION 

Weight  of  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected  in  milligrammes  per  100  sq.  centimetres 

per  day. 


Month 

Bridg- 

town 

Can- 

nock 

Pye 

Green 

Hednes- 

ford 

Wirnble- 

bury 

Rumer 

Hill 

January  

1-83 

1-45 

4-17 

2-84 

3-59 

3-09 

February 

1-67 

5-49 

2-75 

1-84 

1-62 

4-36 

March  

4-08 

1 41 

4-10 

1-07 

1-43 

1 -69 

April  

1-37 

1 -07 

0-84 

1 -05 

1 -27 

1 -97 

May  

1-71 

1 09 

0-80 

0-86 

1 99 

2-49 

June  

0-83 

0-55 

0-54 

0-73 

1 *22 

0-99 

July  

2-71 

4-53 

4-58 

0-50 

2-57 

0-95 

August 

0-88 

0-53 

0-48 

1-12 

0-80 

1 -13 

September 

4 91 

0-82 

0-60 

0-80 

3-32 

1 -49 

October 

1-08 

1-06 

0-95 

1 -04 

1 -50 

2-89 

November 

0-68 

1 36 

1 -72 

1-46 

2-20 

0-42 

December 

6-84 

1-71 

1-39 

1 -67 

4-13 

2 31 

Totals  ... 

28-59 

21-07 

22-92 

14-98 

25-63 

23-78 

Monthly  averages: 

1957  

1956  

2-39 

2-47 

1-75 

1 -90 

1 -91 

1 -89 

1-25 

1-81 

213 

2-22 

1 -98 
2-72 
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TABLE  17 

SMOKE  FILTER  AND  VOLUMETRIC  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  APPARATUS 
Montly  average  concentrations  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide. 


Smoke 

Milligrammes 
per  cubic  metre 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

Parts  per  million 

Average 

■085 

Average 

•028 

Highest 

•222 

Highest 

•062 

Lowest 

. . 

•018 

Lowest 

•008 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  work  of  the  Cleansing  Department  has  proceeded 
satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

There  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  manpower  available 
for  the  various  sections  of  the  service. 

Particulars  of  the  work: — 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  frequency  of  collection  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse  has 
generally  been  maintained  at  a weekly  interval.  Five  vehicles, 
i.e.  three  7 cubic  yard  capacity  and  two  10  cubic  yard  capacity, 
side  loading,  with  sliding  dustproof  covers  have  been  in  constant 
use,  save  that  one  of  the  10  cubic  yard  vehicles  was  replaced  near 
the  end  of  the  year  by  a freighter  rear  loader  16 — 18  cubic  yards 
capacity  diesel  powered  vehicle. 

Disposal  of  refuse  has  been  by  controlled  tipping  by  the 
fullest  use  of  manpower  available. 

A reasonably  good  state  of  tidiness  has  been  maintained, 
but  it  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  in  order  to  cope  ' 
satisfactorily  with  the  increasing  tonnage  of  refuse  deposited  at 
tip  sites,  mechanical  aids  for  levelling  and  spreading  of  soil  cover 
are  a practical  necessity. 

All  available  soil,  builders’  spoil  and  road  sweeping  has  been 
used  to  good  effect  for  sealing  of  surfaces  and  embankments. 

Insecticides  as  a deterrent  to  fly  and  other  insect  infestation 
have  been  freely  used. 

The  following  tips  have  been  used  during  the  year: — 

Burgoyne  Street  land  ex  gravel  pit.  Tipping  of  refuse  from  the 
central  and  northern  parts  of  the  area  has  proceeded  con- 
tinuously. A further  tipping  life  of  at  least  one  year  remains 
at  this  site,  but  it  is  quite  likely  that  this  will  be  further 
extended  consequent  on  consolidation  of  earlier  tipping  and 
a review  of  final  contouring. 
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Watling  Street,  Bridgtown.  This  privately  owned  site  has 
been  in  continuous  use  for  the  area  in  close  proximity  and 
the  extent  of  tipping  space  has  been  extended  beyond  that 
at  first  envisaged.  It  has  been  a most  useful  tip,  it  is  likely 
to  last  a further  12  months  and  when  completed  with  soil 
cover  will  have  improved  a low  lying  piece  of  land  for 
agricultural  use. 

Watling  Street,  Bridgtown.  Concentration  on  the  afore- 
mentioned site  has  meant  that  this  one  in  particular  has  been 
used  only  occasionally.  A large  area  of  the  clayhole  still 
remains  to  be  filled  and  will  provide  a life  of  at  least  3 years 
for  the  refuse  from  the  central  and  southern  parts  of  the  area. 

Rugeley  Road,  Hednesford.  The  use  of  the  site  at  the  junction 
with  Victoria  Street  was  continuous  during  the  year  in 
accommodating  refuse  from  the  northern  and  eastern  parts 
of  the  area.  It  was  completed  at  the  year  end  in  readiness 
for  grading  and  surfacing  as  a car  park. 

Prospect  Village,  Cannock  Wood.  The  tipping  of  refuse  from 
the  area  in  the  immediate  vicinity  has  continued  and  there  is 
accommodation  here  for  several  years. 

Princess  Street,  Chadsmoor.  Commencement  was  made  in  the 
Autumn  to  raise  the  levels  by  refuse  tipping  of  an  area  of 
land  adjoining  the  Stadium  in  order  that  the  land  when  seeded 
down  may  be  integrated  in  the  playing  field  adjacent  thereto. 

Operations  at  this  site  have  alternated  with  Burgoyne 
Street  for  disposal  of  refuse  from  the  central  part  of  the  area 
and  special  control  has  been  exercised  on  account  of  the 
proximity  of  houses. 

Littleworth  Road.  With  the  completion  of  tipping  at  the 
Rugeley  Road — Victoria  Street  site,  the  refuse  from  the 
northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the  area  has  been  deposited 
at  this  site. 

This  second  phase  of  operation  at  this  tip  is  to  continue 
to  the  completion  of  determined  levels,  which  should  take 
about  one  year. 

Future  Tipping  Sites. 

Future  policy  to  ensure  a tipping  life  of  from  five  to  maybe 
twenty  years  after  completion  of  the  existing  sites  is  still  under 
consideration. 

Cesspools. 

A frequency  of  emptying  varying  from  one  to  three  weeks 
has  obtained  in  the  areas  of  Cannock  Wood  and  Pye  Green  where 
cesspools  predominate. 
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A new  750  gallon  capacity  tanker,  brought  into  service  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  has  resulted  in  certain  improvements  in 
the  emptying  process. 

Regardless  of  this,  however,  and  some  progress  during  the 
year  on  the  provision  of  main  drainage  in  the  Cannock  Wood 
area,  it  has  at  times  been  necessary  to  augment  the  service  by  the 
use  of  a second  tanker. 

Cesspool  contents  are  discharged  into  foul  water  sewers  for 
ultimate  sewage  disposal  works  treatment. 

Gully  Cleansing. 

A continuous  rota  of  this  work  has  been  undertaken  by  both 
mechanical  and  manual  emptying.  Gully  contents  are  discharged 
at  tip  and  when  dried  out  form  useful  cover  material  to  house 
refuse. 

Street  Scavenging. 

This  work  has  been  progressively  carried  out  throughout 
the  district  with  reasonable  frequency  and  a fair  standard  of  tidiness 
has  been  maintained. 

Manual  sweeping  on  the  “beat”  method  with  street  orderly 
trucks  combined  with  “lengthsmen”  work  using  two  gangs  of  men 
and  two  25  cwt.  capacity  motor  trucks  with  sliding  dustproof 
covers,  has  been  the  method  employed  and  found  satisfactory  to 
varying  conditions. 

Shopping  and  town  centres  received  daily  treatment  and 
market  refuse  is  cleared  immediately  following  termination  of 
trading. 

Additional  litter  bins  have  been  provided  and  this  process 
is  continuing,  but  it  is  regretted  that  they  are  not  used  as  effectively 
as  they  should  be  to  reduce  littering  of  streets  which,  in  certain 
parts  of  the  district,  increases  the  work  of  scavenging  considerably. 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

The  female  conveniences  at  Cannock  and  Hednesford  have 
been  staffed  daily  by  lady  attendant  cleaners  whilst  other  con- 
veniences throughout  the  area  have  received  regular  cleaning 
attention,  mainly  daily  routine,  by  a male  employee  of  the 
department. 

The  endeavours  of  the  department  to  ensure  a good  standard 
of  cleanliness  in  the  conveniences  throughout  the  district  is  often 
negatived  by  misuse  on  the  part  of  irresponsible  persons. 

Damage  to  water  pipes,  locks  and  fittings,  defacing  of  walls 
and  doors  is  an  unfortunate  feature  calling  for  frequent  attention 
with  consequent  increased  maintenance  costs. 
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CONCLUSION 


To  my  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  to  all  Members  of  the  Council  and  to  Chief  Officers 
(and  their  staffs)  1 express  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  help  they 
have  given  throughout  the  year. 

I wish  to  record  again  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Webster,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  for  his  consideration  and  support,  and  to  my 
deputy,  Mr.  Heath,  and  all  members  of  my  staff  I say  “Thank  you” 
for  the  conscientious  manner  in  which  they  have  carried  out  their 
duties  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 


Yours  obediently, 

J.  BALL, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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